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Here he heard that Fulvius was laden with booty and had$
from easy successes, become careless in his discipline,, Know-
ing the impatient character of Fulvius, and hearing also that
the troops were overeager for a fight and probably in a poor
condition for battle, Hannibal chose his camp where a good
battle-field lay before him, and preparing during the night an
ambuscade of three thousand light foot in some farm yards
and woodlands near by, he sent Mago and some two thousand
Numidians to occupy all the roads in the rear of the enemy.
Fulvius, who had promised his impatient men to fight the
next day, accepted the gage of battle so soon as Hannibal
had drawn up in front of his camp, and moved to the attack.

Battle of Herdonia.

Hannibal was superior in numbers as well as skill. Fulvius,
in order to make his front equal Hannibal's, decreased his
depth against the protests of the tribunes and, mixing the
cohorts of the Roman and allied legions in one line, drew up
with his horse on either flank, and covered "by his light troops. any impression upon
